Act of Spiritual Communion

(Lo be used at the time of communion when not receiving the sacrament or anytine we wish to be united
with onr Lord)

Most loving Jesus, I adore You in the Most Blessed Sacrament, in Which You are truly
present. I love You above all things and I long for You in my soul. Since I cannot re-
ceive You sacramentally, I ask You to come spiritually into my heart and heal my soul.
I embrace You and unite myself with You; may I never be separated from You. In-
flame my heart with the fire of Your love, my Lord and Savior. Amen.

Prayer of St. Michael

Holy Michael, the Archangel, defend us in battle. Be our safeguard against the
wickedness and snares of the devil. May God rebuke him, we humbly pray; and
do you, O Prince of the heavenly host, by the power of God cast in-

to hell Satan and all the evil spirits who wander through the world seeking the
ruin of souls. Amen.

Prayer of St. Francis

For it is in giving that we receive,
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned,

Where there is hatred, let me sow love; And i't is in dying that we are born to Eter-
Where there is injury, pardon; nal Life.
Where there is doubt, faith; Amen.
Where there is despair, hope;

Where there is darkness, light;

And where there is sadness, joy.

O Divine Master,

Grant that I may not so much seek

To be consoled as to console;

To be understood, as to understand;

To be loved, as to love;

Lord, make me an instrument of Your
peace;
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Twenty Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Contemporary Rite p. 63
Penitential Rite, p. 66
Entrance Hymn

V. The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in love.
R. The Lord is good to all, compassionate to every creature.
V. Glory be...
R. As it was...

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah.
Isaiah 55:6-9

Seek the LORD while he may be found, call him while he is near. Let the scoundrel
forsake his way, and the wicked his thoughts; let him turn to the LORD for mercy; to
our God, who is generous in forgiving. For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are
your ways my ways, says the LORD. As high as the heavens are above the earth, so
high are my ways above your ways and my thoughts above your thoughts.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm

The Lord is near to all who call upon him. (Psalm 145)

A reading from the Letter of St. Paul to the Philippians.

Philippians 1:20c-24, 27a

Brothers and sisters: Christ will be magnified in my body, whether by life or by death.
For to me life is Christ, and death is gain. If I go on living in the flesh, that means fruit-
tul labor for me. And I do not know which I shall choose. I am caught between the
two. I long to depart this life and be with Christ, for that is far better. Yet that I remain
in the flesh is more necessary for your benefit. Only, conduct yourselves in a way wot-
thy of the gospel of Christ.

This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Gospel Acclamation

V. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia
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R. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia
V. I will show mercy to whom I will, I will take pity on whom I will.
R. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.
Matthew 20:1-6

Jesus told his disciples this parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who
went out at dawn to hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with them for the
usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. Going out about nine o'clock, the
landowner saw others standing idle in the marketplace, and he said to them, "You too
go into my vineyard, and I will give you what is just.' So they went off. And he went
out again around noon, and around three o'clock, and did likewise. Going out about
five o'clock, the landowner found others standing around, and said to them, "Why do
you stand here idle all day?' They answered, 'Because no one has hired us." He said to
them, "You too go into my vineyard.' When it was evening the owner of the vineyard
said to his foreman, 'Summon the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the
last and ending with the first." When those who had started about five o'clock came,
each received the usual daily wage. So when the first came, they thought that they
would receive more, but each of them also got the usual wage. And on receiving it
they grumbled against the landowner, saying, "These last ones worked only one hour,
and you have made them equal to us, who bore the day's burden and the heat.' He said
to one of them in reply, 'My friend, I am not cheating you. Did you not agree with me
for the usual daily wage? Take what is yours and go. What if I wish to give this last one
the same as you? Or am I not free to do as I wish with my own money? Are you envi-
ous because I am generous?' Thus, the last will be first, and the first will be last."

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to You, Jesus Christ.
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