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Prayer of St. Michael 
 

Holy Michael, the Archangel, defend us in battle. Be our safeguard against the 
wickedness and snares of the devil. May God rebuke him, we humbly pray; and 
do you, O Prince of the heavenly host, by the power of God cast in-
to hell Satan and all the evil spirits who wander through the world seeking the 
ruin of souls. Amen.  

Act of Spiritual Communion  
 

(To be used at the time of communion when not receiving the sacrament or anytime we wish to be united 
with our Lord)  
 
Most loving Jesus, I adore You in the Most Blessed Sacrament, in Which You are truly 
present. I love You above all things and I long for You in my soul. Since I cannot re-
ceive You sacramentally, I ask You to come spiritually into my heart and heal my soul. 
I embrace You and unite myself with You; may I never be separated from You. In-
flame my heart with the fire of Your love, my Lord and Savior. Amen.  

Prayer of  St. Francis 
 

Lord, make me an instrument of Your 
peace;  
Where there is hatred, let me sow love;  
Where there is injury, pardon;  
Where there is doubt, faith;  
Where there is despair, hope;  
Where there is darkness, light;  
And where there is sadness, joy.  
O Divine Master, 
Grant that I may not so much seek 
To be consoled as to console;  
To be understood, as to understand;  
To be loved, as to love;  

 
 
For it is in giving that we receive,  
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned,  
And it is in dying that we are born to Eter-
nal Life.  
Amen. 
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 Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Traditional Rite p. 13 
Penitential Rite p. 16 

 
V. For the Lord gives wisdom, from His mouth come knowledge and understanding; 
He has counsel in store for the upright, He is the shield of those who walk honestly. 
R. Therefore, I prayed, and prudence was given me; I pleaded, and the spirit of 
Wisdom came to me. 
V. Glory be…  
R. As it was…  
 
A Reading from the First Book of Kings. 
1 Kings 3:5, 7-12 
The LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream at night. God said, "Ask something of me 
and I will give it to you." Solomon answered: "O LORD, my God, you have made me, 
your servant, king to succeed my father David; but I am a mere youth, not knowing at 
all how to act. I serve you in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a people 
so vast that it cannot be numbered or counted. Give your servant, therefore, an under-
standing heart to judge your people and to distinguish right from wrong. For who is 
able to govern this vast people of yours?" The LORD was pleased that Solomon made 
this request. So God said to him: "Because you have asked for this— not for a long life 
for yourself, nor for riches, nor for the life of your enemies, but for understanding so 
that you may know what is right— I do as you requested. I give you a heart so wise and 
understanding that there has never been anyone like you up to now, and after you there 
will come no one to equal you." 
This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gradual 
 

 
V. I, Wisdom, dwell with experience, and judicious knowledge I attain. Mine are coun-
sel and advice; mine is strength; I am understanding.  
R. Happy the man who finds wisdom, the man who gains understanding! For 
her profit is better than profit in silver, and better than gold is her revenue.  
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A reading from the letter of St. Paul to the Romans. 
Romans 8:28-30 

Brothers and sisters: We know that all things work for good for those who love God, 
who are called according to his purpose. For those he foreknew he also predestined to 
be conformed to the image of his Son, so that he might be the firstborn among many 
brothers and sisters. And those he predestined he also called; and those he called he 
also justified; and those he justified he also glorified. 
This is the Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

 
Alleluia 

V. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia 
R. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia 
V. Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth; for you have revealed to little 
ones the mysteries of the kingdom.  
R. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia 
 
A Reading from the Holy Gospel According to St. Matthew 
Matthew 13:44-52 

 
Jesus said to his disciples: "The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure buried in a field, 
which a person finds and hides again, and out of joy goes and sells all that he has and 
buys that field. Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant searching for fine 
pearls. When he finds a pearl of great price, he goes and sells all that he has and buys it. 
Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net thrown into the sea, which collects fish of 
every kind. When it is full they haul it ashore and sit down to put what is good into 
buckets. What is bad they throw away. Thus it will be at the end of the age. The angels 
will go out and separate the wicked from the righteous and throw them into the fiery 
furnace, where there will be wailing and grinding of teeth. "Do you understand all 
these things?" They answered, "Yes." And he replied, "Then every scribe who has been 
instructed in the kingdom of heaven is like the head of a household who brings from 
his storeroom both the new and the old." 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to You, Jesus Christ. 


